LEADER

Examples of the types of projects which LEADER might support: 

Revitalising Communities

Eligible projects are those involving rural transport initiatives, providing new or developing community facilities with particular emphasis on young people and other target groups, introducing or developing childcare provision, remote access IT provision to training courses/materials.  In addition, improving access to areas of high environmental amenity, innovative approaches to local rural services eg community shops or services, or adding value to Post Office or enhancing the range of services locally – co-ordinating service provision as well as integrating delivery could be eligible under this theme.

New Markets and Products

Projects developing sectors with growth potential in particular rural areas, alternative crops, forestry, collaboration to develop new processes or production, sharing of know how and new technology, food quality marketing groups would all be eligible, as would  niche markets, remote marketing through IT, and support to build markets through farmers markets, farm gate sales, and other alternative outlets (such as strategies to complement Rural Development Contracts measures and the SRDP to develop growth sectors).  Also coming under this heading would be local and national markets for local products, identifying and targeting short break holidays, local traditions, language, assisting land managers develop new skills, build local markets such as farmers markets, develop clean technology, more efficient technology and renewable energy, products from farm and forest waste.

